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The Asian Pacific Thematic Historic District in downtown San Diego honors old “Chinatown”, the 
“Nihonmachi” Japantown at 5th and Island, and the “Filipino Quarter.”  These communities thrived 
from the 1860s to the 1940s. The African American “Harlem of the West” is also remembered.  The 
district overlaps the Gaslamp Quarter National Historic District.    This tour can be used on a 
smartphone, tablet or computer.   
  
START YOUR TOUR at 404 Third Avenue by the San Diego Chinese Historical Museum at 3rd and J 
Streets.  Scroll to read the text. The photos and red map markers will move as you scroll.   
[Comments in brackets provide tour instructions or inform you to view additional photos.   Look for dots 
or (<) and (>) on the edges means more photos are available]. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7f1cfde5d5814bf4a8bdcd582963b3d8


2 
 

San Diego Chinese Historical Museum 

 

The museum restored the historic 1928 Chinese Mission building now at 404 Third Avenue.  The 
museum’s goals: educate and inspire, preserve the history, art, and culture of China, and the 
contributions of Chinese Americans.   The Chinese Historical Society of Greater San Diego and Baja 
California was founded in 1987, and, led by museum trustees, this building was remodeled into the San 
Diego Chinese Historical Museum in 1996.  

[To the right of the Mission building] The Sun Yat-sen Gate was built in honor of the first president of 
the Republic of China, Dr. Sun Yat-sen.  An elegant Chinese garden and koi pond reside behind the 
gate.   Visit the museum and website:  www.sdchm.org 

Two six foot high “guarding stone lions” mark this entrance to the Asian Pacific Historic District.  The 
special Asian-themed street lights and the color intermixed bricks signify the district designated by a 
master plan adopted in 1994.   The modern six-story Pacific Terrace building across the street has Asian-
inspired metalwork and a wave-shaped roofline inspired by the Pacific Ocean.   

  



3 
 

Chinese Fishing  

 
 
 [Look south towards Convention Center.  This image is a large Chinese junk representing the ocean-
going fishing junks of San Diego, date unknown.  The map dot will move to the old waterfront, but you 
stay here].   
 
The Chinese first came to San Diego in the 1860s for fishing opportunities.  Coastal junks built in San 
Diego of imported redwood supported local fishing needs and abalone harvesting in U.S. and Mexican 
waters.  The catch included barracuda, rock cod, smelt and mullet.  The Chinese exported dried fish and 
abalone meat and shells to China and Chinese communities in California.   In 1871 two junks from Baja 
California arrived with 2 tons of abalone.  Up to 700 tons of abalone was shipped per year out of San 
Diego.   The Chinese were tolerated because they provided local market fish and necessary labor 
services, and were not considered a serious local threat in the 1860s and 1870s.   
 
Looking south, the 2 blocks in front of you held single story wood-framed residences of Chinatown.  
Further past where the Convention Center sits, Chinese fishing shacks built along tidal mud flats were 
used for fish processing and drying.    
 
In 1881 the railroad tracks cut off easy access to the fishing shacks causing the 1860s Chinese fishing 
village at the Roseville/Point Loma shore to grow larger.   The Chinese fishing industry peaked in 1886 
with 18 Chinese junks anchored in the harbor.   The Chinese fishing industry began to decline when the 
San Diego economy boomed in the late 1880s.  New residents flooded in, complaints about the fish 
drying activities spiked, and competing business interests and fishermen objected.  Discriminatory laws, 
such as the Scott Act in 1888 that forbid Chinese workers from returning to the United States and the 
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1892 Geary Act which re-labeled fishermen as restricted laborers, further discouraged the local Chinese 
fishing industry.  By 1893 only one Chinese junk was registered.  
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Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association 

 

 

 [2 photos] 428 Third Avenue is home to the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (CCBA), an 
organization that has represented the Chinese community since 1921.    This first 1920 photograph 
shows the Chinese association Chee Kong Tong, who were known as the “Chinese Free Masons.”   

[Use (>) or the dots on this photo to see a second photo]. 
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CCBA San Diego was founded in 1921 as a local affiliate of the CCBA in San Francisco (CCBA-SF).   
CCBA provided mutual aid, support for immigration and Chinese laborers, communication to China, 
and address community issues and disputes.  CCBA-SF was founded in 1882 to represent the Chinese in 
the United States.  CCBA-SF itself grew from six leading Chinese fraternal associations and is still 
commonly called the “Chinese Six Companies. 

The San Diego Chinese Center operated here from 1972 to 2017.   The Center provided social services 
to the Chinese community and to the seniors living nearby.  The Center founded the annual Chinese 
New Year Festival in 1982, now held on the streets outside.      

Chinese seniors still gather here regularly to play the Chinese tile game mah jong and socialize.  CCBA 
continues to be a leading Chinese community organization and now sponsors the Chinese New Year 
Festival on this block each year, attracting over 10,000 people from all over the County, to celebrate the 
Lunar New Year.   
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Chinese community mid-late 1800s 

 
 
909 Chinese lived in the city according to the 1890 Census.  The Chinese contributed significantly to the 
San Diego’s rapid growth in the mid 1880s.   Chinese railroad construction workers were critical to 
build the California Southern Railroad from National City/ San Diego to Riverside.  This connected San 
Diego on a transcontinental rail line to the East Coast, and the economy boomed.  The Chinese filled the 
state’s labor needs by taking land-clearing and unskilled construction.    The Chinese pursued cooking, 
servant and laundry work because the work was less desirable and this avoided competition with white 
workers.  In 1882 the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed to keep out Chinese laborers. This act was the 
first national law that targeted a specific nationality. It turned the United States from being a welcoming 
nation into gate-keeping one. 
 
The Exclusion Act permitted certain classes such as students and merchants.   Many Chinese became 
business partners in stores and laundries in order to survive here.  The Chinese moved into market 
gardening, truck farming, and then the produce business. Farms in Mission Valley and Chula Vista 
provided the land where the Chinese could lease, farm, and grow produce.    
 
This Sanborn insurance map from the Library of Congress documents some of the Chinese businesses 
and buildings in 1888 on this block.   Note the Chinese lodgings along J street.  This link provides 
access to many Sanborn maps of San Diego: 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4364sm.g4364sm_g008101888 
 
 

Quin Produce and Ah Quin    

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4364sm.g4364sm_g008101888
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Ah Quin served as the unofficial mayor of Chinatown in San Diego from 1893 to 1912.  Born in the 
southern province of Guangdong in southern China, he learned English and wrote about his daily life in 
a set of diaries.  His first significant role was to recruit the Chinese railroad workers for the California 
Southern Railroad to Riverside.   Without him and that Chinese railroad crew, San Diego would not 
have boomed in the mid 1880s.  He organized labor teams and served as an interpreter in the local courts 
and in immigration legal proceedings.  San Diego leader and merchant George Marston spoke highly of 
Ah Quin.   Quin started a Chinese goods store, a produce farm and produce sales, a restaurant, and built 
a robust business with real estate holdings that supported his wife Sue Leong and their twelve children.  
The two-story building is the Quin Produce building, built in 1890s.  It was transported to the current 
site on wagons pulled by four horses.   The building is now covered in stucco and has garages added on 
either side.  The building is still owned by the Quin family, one of the few Chinese American property 
owners in old Chinatown. 
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Woo Chee Chong Oriental Goods 

 

Woo Chee Chong opened in 1898 at 450 Third Street with Chinese and Oriental products serving 
Chinatown and the general population.   It advertised fireworks and Chinese goods through the early to 
mid 1950s.  The historic ad from 1937 features Chinese foods and teas as well as upscale silk 
embroidered goods.   The store moved to 3rd and Island, and then to a larger store on 14th Street.   

Woo Chee Chong became the leading local Oriental grocery store as it expanded to Kearny Mesa, 
Oceanside, and Chula Vista.  All the stores closed in 1995.     
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Third and Island  

 
 
This intersection in Chinatown hosted Chinese organizations and businesses. The 1912 photo looks 
south along Third Street. Mid-block with the sidewalk awnings are the Woo Chee Chong and Gim Wing 
Asian goods stores.  Farther down the tallest building is the Chee Kong Tong building. At the corner is 
472 Third was a market selling cigars, tobacco, and ice cream.  
 
In 1930, 240 Chinese residents lived in the district now defined as the APHD, out of 568 total residents. 
 
Currently the building at 472 hosts the Cat Café and was also the second former home of Woo Chee 
Chong Oriental market. 
 
  



11 
 

Ying On Association 
 

 
 
This 1925 Chinese style building hosted many Chinese organizations in its early years.  The Chinese 
fraternal organization, Ying On Merchants Association, bought it in 1959.  It provided a gathering place 
for local merchants and residents.   In the early 2000s, the Ying On building displayed flags of the 
United States and the People’s Republic of China.   It now houses a chiropractic office. 
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Ideal Hotel, Harlem Locker Club, Chongyuen Grocery 

 
 
The Ideal Hotel served African American and non-white travelers in 1913 as a segregated hotel.  
Downstairs was the Tom Chongyuen Chinese grocery and restaurant in 1916. The building hosted a 
billiard hall and the Harlem Locker Club for black sailors who were forced to use segregated facilities to 
store their civilian clothes.   This building now hosts a youth hostel and a spa.   
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Harlem of the West 

 
At Second and Market, the Douglas Hotel and the Creole Palace nightclub served the African American 
community in the 1930s and 1940s, leading to the name, “Harlem of the West.”  The segregated 
Douglas hotel served African American travelers and residents.  The Creole Palace hosted entertainers 
such as Duke Ellington, Billie Holiday, Nat King Cole, and Ella Fitzgerald in the 1930s and 1940s.  A 
bronze plaque commemorates the site.   

The small African American community numbered 91 residents in the footprint of the APHD in 1930 
plus more African American residents lived nearby.   Three were listed as proprietors of hotels, one 
owned a cigar stand, and one owned a dry-cleaning business.    
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District History 

 

In 1987 the City of San Diego, through its Historic Resources Board, designated an eight-block area 
bounded by Second, Market, Sixth and J Streets as the Asian Pacific Thematic Historic District 
(APTHD), commonly called the Asian Pacific Historic District or APHD.  The wording “Thematic” 
acknowledged that only 20 buildings of significant Asian connections remained.    

In 1994 the city created a master plan to develop the district.   Projects to build out the Asian lamp posts, 
landscaping, signage, and distinctive sidewalk brickwork were sidelined due to the 2009 recession.  This 
spot marks a planned Asian gateway, but that was also shelved.  The Gaslamp Quarter National Historic 
District, which runs primarily along Fifth Avenue, intersects the APHD at Fourth through Sixth 
Avenues.    
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Chinatown and Stingaree District 

 
 
With San Diego’s economic boom of the 1880s, the saloon, gambling, and prostitution district known as 
the Stingaree gained notoriety.  One hundred and twenty rowdy saloons existed in the area by 1888. The 
Stingaree red-light district overlapped much of Chinatown, as both prostitution and the Chinese were 
restricted to this part of town.  The map shows the Woo Chee Chong Chinese store next to the Old “Tub 
of Blood” and near the "7 Buckets of Blood" saloons. 
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Chinatown at the 1915 exposition 

 
 
In the fun zone at the 1915 Panama-California Exposition in Balboa Park, a demeaning attraction called 
“Underground Chinatown” displayed opium smoking, a prostitute slave girl, and rampant gambling.  
This reinforced negative stereotypes of the Chinese.  The photo above from the book Exposition 
Beautiful acknowledged it was “a good show for the money” and “this is not a fair representation of the 
Chinese people in America.”  It was rebranded as “Underground World” in 1916 as exposition leaders 
realized its negative impacts, but the insulting images remained.  [This photo was taken in Balboa Park, 
not on Third Avenue].   
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Bing Kong Tong/Horton Grand Hotel 

 
 
This site housed a modest one-story building known as the Bing Tong Kong building, built in 1903. 
Occupants included the San High Company 1916-1930 (Chinese merchandise), Long Yick & Co 
(Oriental goods) in 1923, and other Chinese and Japanese merchants and residents from 1900s to the 
1940s.   
 
The Horton Grand Hotel was built on the foundations of two historic hotels:  The Grand Horton and the 
Brooklyn Kahle Saddlery.   The hotels were built in 1886 during the economic boom prompted by the 
1885 transcontinental railroad line opening.  26,000 visitors came to visit the 5,000 residents in formerly 
sleepy San Diego.  Wyatt Earp, famous for his earlier actions at the OK Corral, moved to the Grand 
Horton in 1886 and stayed for seven years.     
 
The buildings were deconstructed when the Horton Plaza mall was built.   The bricks were carefully 
stored, then used when the hotels were reconstructed with a new modern central atrium built in-between.  
This hotel was an early pioneer in the redevelopment of downtown San Diego and the Gaslamp Quarter.    
  
 
https://www.hortongrand.com/history 
 
  

https://www.hortongrand.com/history
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Davis-Horton House – Gaslamp Quarter Historical Foundation 

 
 
This historic home was built in 1888 from building sections constructed on the East Coast, shipped 
around the tip of South America, reconstructed in San Diego, and later moved to this location.   It was 
owned by William Heath-Davis, the first entrepreneur who unsuccessfully attempted to create “New 
Town” in the 1850s.  The home was later owned by Alonzo Horton, the second and then successful 
developer of what is now downtown San Diego.   
 
This site also hosted the Mabuhay club in the 1930s as a social gathering place for Filipino workers, and 
a Japanese bookstore.     
 
The Gaslamp Quarter Historical Foundation operates a museum, speaker series, and numerous tours 
here.  http://www.gaslampfoundation.org 
 
 
  

http://www.gaslampfoundation.org/
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Pacific/Callan Hotel sign  

 
 
You are approaching the Pacific Hotel/Callan Hotel, and will walk by a side entrance to the hotel on 
Island.   Look up to see the Japanese characters on the red “Callan Hotel” sign that translate to “Pacific 
Hotel”. These are the only Japanese characters remaining in the district.  Continue to the corner of Fifth 
and Island. 
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Pacific Hotel / Callan Hotel  – Japanese “Nihonmachi” 

 
 
This four-story brick building (with a hidden mezzanine) was managed by the Nippon Company starting 
in 1914.  M. Hada was one of the hotel managers.   The Nippon Company hosted many Japanese 
residents and businesses, including the Japanese Association of San Diego County.    
 
World War II came as a shock to America in December of 1941.   Anyone of Japanese descent was 
viewed as a threat.  In 1942 the FBI building closed.  An internment survivor reported that buses lined 
up in front of the Pacific Hotel to pick up Japanese and Japanese American families. 2,000 San Diego 
residents went to the Santa Anita racetrack and lived in the stables, until moving to the Poston Arizona 
internment camp for up to three years.  
  
120,000 people of Japanese ancestry were ordered to leave the west coast and report to internment 
camps, by executive order 9066.  Residents of Japanese ancestry were required to leave, whether they 
were an “alien” or “non-alien”.  A non-alien would also be an American citizen, of which 62% of the 
internees were citizens.  In 1943 the San Diego City Council called the camps “concentration camps”. In 
1988 Congress passed and President Ronald Reagan signed a reparations bill that recognized the 
injustice and awarded $20,000 to each internee still living at the time.   

The Chinese American market operated here from 1947 to 1978.    The building now houses Sab Lai 
Thai restaurant and an Irish pub on the first floor.   The hotel is a single-resident occupancy (SRO) hotel 
that offers affordable housing in downtown San Diego.   An SRO room often had a sink in the room but 
shared bathrooms down the hall.   
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Island Hotel/Nanking Cafe 

 
 
Standing on the corner of 5th and Island looking at the opposite corner (southeast), this was the center of 
the Japanese American community in the 1930s, including the Pacific Hotel.  The Island Hotel at 449 
Fifth was run by Harry Matsui in 1929 as the Hotel Ohio.  To the right was a tofu "bakery" run by the 
Oyama family.   119 residents were Japanese based on the 1930 census in the APHD district.   
 
The historic sign now stating “Asian Fusion” marks the Nanking Cafe Chinese restaurant, which 
operated from 1928 until 1999.  In 1928 China Nationalist and Communist armed forces were fighting 
for control.  Nanking was the new Chinese capital for the Nationalist Party, so this name choice was a 
statement by the owners of their political affiliation.  The restaurant was the host for many banquets and 
visiting dignitaries.  The attached ad shows the American-invented “Chop Suey” dish and an elegant 
Chinese woman.  Ads of this period often “exoticized” Chinese culture in order to attract white 
customers.   The Nanking restaurant was one of the first “dine-and-dance” restaurants in San Diego.    
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Mandarin Cafe/Manila Cafe 

 

This building at 515 Fifth was constructed in 1930 and the Chinese restaurant Mandarin Café operated 
here in the 1930s.  The city APTHD master plan specifically calls out the distinctive Oriental design.  A 
Japanese American senior recalled a Japanese American wedding banquet in the upper floor of this 
building.       

The Tabazon Tavern and the Manila Café were social gathering places for Filipinos in the 1970s.  A 
Filipino-American senior recalled going into the Manila Café with his father to hang out.     

This now houses a 7-Eleven convenience store.   
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Lincoln Hotel – Philippine Library and Museum – Filipino 
Quarter. 

 

The Lincoln Hotel at 536 Fifth was another popular gathering place for the Filipino community.  Built in 
1913, the single resident occupancy (SRO) housing on the upper floor provided reasonable 
accommodations starting in the 1930s to today.   Japanese operator A.K. Sakai was the first manager 
through 1916.   The city report also notes the oriental design of the building.   The Philippine Library 
and Museum hosts a museum run by volunteers on the basement level.   

Filipinos began arriving in the San Diego in 1903, first as students known as “pensionados” who came 
to study in the United States following the acquisition of the Philippines from Spain after the Spanish 
American war in 1898.  They were followed by Filipino male laborers in the 1920s.  Since the 
Philippines was a U.S. territory, Filipino laborers were known as “nationals” and not as “citizens” and 
distinct from “aliens”.   They filled the labor needs in the U.S. with the continued restrictions on Chinese 
and Japanese laborers.  They toiled as agricultural workers, cooks, janitors, sailors and service workers.   
They sought out camaraderie and recreation, and Filipino businesses congregated in this area because it 
was “Skid Row” and it became known as the Filipino Quarter.     

Only ten Filipinos lived in the district in 1930 as most lived further east along 14th and 15th Streets.   The 
Luzon Café at Third and Market run by Mazano family, the Bataan Café run by the Custado family, and 
the P.I. Café were examples of places where “manongs” or “elder males” would gather.  Barbershops 
and pool halls were important socializing businesses, such as the Luzon Pool Hall at Third and Market. 
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Rizal Dance Hall 

 

The parking structure at Sixth and Market is the site of the Rizal Dance Hall at 636 Market. 
Discrimination would not allow Filipinos into white dance establishments.  Filipino “Taxi Dance halls” 
used taxis to bring in male Filipino customers looking for entertainment.   Men paid fifteen cents for a 
one-minute dance, with the women receiving seven and one-half cents.  The women who worked in the 
dance halls were usually white, though Mexican and African American women also danced.  When city 
leaders tried to close the dance halls, the operators cleverly adjusted and called them “dance instructors”.  
[See the accompanying ads for the Manila and Rizal Dance halls.]  The Rizal Dance hall and the 
Filipino Quarter received newspaper publicity when the operator of the Rizal Dance hall was 
assassinated.   The gunman was captured in San Francisco.   

Jose Rizal was a national hero for his outspoken writings in support of the Philippine Revolution against 
Spain starting in 1896.   Rizal was an instantly recognized name to Filipino laborers in 1930s San Diego.   
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Quon Mane & Company 

 

Yuma building at 631 Fifth.  Quon Mane, a successful merchant, served as a community leader and 
court interpreter.  He began as a worker for the mother of merchant George Marston.  Marston mentored 
Quon and soon his store Quon Mane Kee opened at this location.   In 1893 the San Diego Union spotted 
him riding a bicycle, called him a “Celestial” as a demeaning term.  His long queue - described as a 
“pig-tail”- and “quilted” clothes were considered strange.  By the 1915 exposition in Balboa Park, Quon 
assumed the role of unofficial mayor of Chinatown and he invited a 30 foot-long Chinese dragon 
performance team to help celebrate the Chinese New Year festivities there.  In the 1920s Quon sold high 
end Oriental goods like fine china, lacquerware and furniture.  The staff wore elegant western attire and 
suits.  At the 1935-36 exposition Quon Mane and Company opened two exhibits in the House of Charm 
and Spanish Village.  His nephew Albert Quon managed the business as it moved to a more upscale 
location at Fifth and B Streets, and had sister stores in Coronado and La Jolla.   
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Sun Cafe 

 

 

(2 photos) (1880) This building at 421 Market is one of the district’s oldest and originally housed an 
undertaker.   Joseph U. (Uichiro) Obayashi and his wife, Suye, ran a shooting gallery and confectionary 
starting in 1914.   Soup sold at the gallery proved so popular the couple changed the business into a 
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restaurant in 1926.  Records show a sales price of $3,500 in the 1920s between Florence F. Obayashi 
and the Bank of America.    

The Sun Cafe served white, Asian, and African American customers in the 1930s and 1940s.  The 
Obayashi’s were forced to leave for the Poston Japanese Internment camp in 1942 and a Greek family 
ran the café in that time.  In 1949 Al Obayashi reopened the cafe.  He started a larger Japanese/Chinese 
restaurant on Fourth Avenue and a Chinese American family (the Jeongs) took over.  During this time, 
the Sun Café was listed in the Green Book guide, as a welcoming place for African American travelers.  
[See photo 2 for the Green Book entry for the Sun Cafe].  Nui and Ming Jeong ran the Sun Café for 46 
years before closing it in 2008.    The cafe also was a setting in the movie “Almost Famous” by San 
Diego local Cameron Crowe. 

The tavern Funky Garcia’s now operates in the space, and the original name and entrance windows and 
glasswork remain.   The official signage says “Funky Garcia’s at Sun Café”.    

Online access to the Green Book available through New York Public Library:  
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/collections/the-green-book 

 

 

  

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/collections/the-green-book
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Chinese herbalist/Royal Pie Bakery building  

 

This site housed many bakeries, including the Old Cracker Factory which opened in 1871.  Starting in 
1911 this brick building housed a succession of bakeries.  A Chinese herbalist operated in one section, 
offering ground herbs and other medicinal plants and products for the Chinese customers.  A Chinese 
doctor or specialist would prescribe the medicine formulation.  The ingredients were kept in a wood 
cabinet and ingredients would be taken out, measured, and ground into a powder.  The patient would 
then boil the mixture into a dirty tea.  As medicine, the taste would not be pleasant.  The herbalist 
abandoned his medicine cabinet on the 2nd floor, and it gathered dust until 2001 when it was donated to 
the Chinese Historical Museum.  Herbs and plant material, in drawers with Chinese lettering, still 
remain.   

After World War II, upon returning from the internment camps, the Obayashi family opened a 
Japanese/Chinese restaurant that catered to soldiers who enjoyed Japanese food during the post-WWII 
occupation and reconstruction.   A sukiyaki dinner cost $3.25 and contained sashimi or tempura, rice, 
beef sukiyaki, tea, a Japanese pickle, and a fortune cookie.  This restaurant was so popular it moved to a 
larger building on Pacific Highway.   

The Royal Pie Bakery opened in 1946 and operated this local landmark until it closed in 1998.   The 
127-year baking tradition on this location then ended.    
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Chinatown moves on 

 

By the 1930s Chinatown was a myth. The number of buildings with Japanese, Filipino, African 
American, white, and Mexican residents and businesses showed a different reality.  The neighborhood 
with the label of “Chinatown” was a diverse area with different races and ethnicities living and working 
in close proximity.   

World War II arrived and brought massive changes to San Diego.  Chinese American men signed up 
and went off to war, returning as veterans.  The San Diego Chinese wore “I am Chinese” buttons to 
separate themselves in white eyes from the Japanese.  The Chinese Exclusion Era finally ended in 
1943 when the United States repealed its oppressive legislation that forbid Chinese laborers from 
entering the country and had stifled the growth of the Chinese American communities.  Restrictions 
eased on where the Chinese could live, and so the segregated Chinatown dissolved as the Chinese 
moved into other neighborhoods of San Diego in the late 1940s and 1950s. 

[See WWII photo of Jennings Hom in upper left of group photo.  Courtesy of Mary Lou Hom.  They ran 
the Woo Chee Chong markets] 

 

 

 

CCBA Senior Garden 
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The Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (CCBA) runs this senior housing complex. The 
Chinese characters proudly proclaim, "Chinese Senior Garden". 

 In the early 1990s CCBA wished to provide local housing to area residents, many of whom spoke 
Cantonese. CCBA worked with the Department of Housing and Urban Development to build and 
operate the complex for any income-restricted tenant.  
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SDCHM Sun Yat-sen Memorial Extension  

 
 
On the north-east corner of 3rd and J, you are in front of the Dr. Sun Yatsen Memorial Extension on the 
first floor of this mid-rise building.    The extension is the second building of the San Diego Chinese 
Historical Museum.  The museum occupies the western retail space in this building constructed in 2004 
along with 48 privately owned condominiums.    The Chinese window roofs identify this as an extension 
of the Chinese Historical Museum.     
 
In the front along J Street, is a statue of the first emperor of China, emperor Qin Shi Huang.  He 
conquered all the warring states in China in 221 BC, and unified China under one leader. On his death a 
massive Terra Cotta army at Xian was constructed to protect his burial grounds.  
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End of Tour 

 
 
Thank you for taking this digital walking tour of the San Diego’s Asian Pacific Historic District.  It is 
our hope that more and more people will see and appreciate the rich culture and history that lies within 
the walls and footprints of these downtown sites.  Please visit the neighboring museums, restaurants, and 
businesses, share what you learned, or share this app, and help keep the memory of the area alive. 
   
The web link: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7f1cfde5d5814bf4a8bdcd582963b3d8  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7f1cfde5d5814bf4a8bdcd582963b3d8
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Credits 

 
 
This site is part of a Master of Arts thesis "From Underground Chinatown to Hall of China: Chinese 
Representation at San Diego’s 1915 and 1935 Expositions in Balboa Park"  
California State University San Marcos 
Michael Yee 
For more information and references please refer to this MA thesis. 
May 2020 
 
Appreciation is extended to: 
San Diego Chinese Historical Museum 
sdchm.org 
 
Photographs used with permission. 
 
Photographs of current buildings courtesy of Criselda Yee. 
 
Chinese fishing 
McEvoy, Arthur F. In Places Men Reject: Chinese Fishermen at San Diego, 1870-1893. San Diego 
Historical Society, 1977. 
 
Chinese community 
Lee, Murray K. "In Search of Gold Mountain." A History of the Chinese in San Diego, 
California,(Virginia Beach, VA, The Donning Co., 2011) 
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African American community 
Saito, Leland T. "African Americans and Historic Preservation in San Diego: The Douglas and the 
Clermont/Coast Hotels." The Journal of San Diego History 54 (2008): 1-15. 
 

Filipino community 
Guevarra Jr, Rudy P. "“Skid Row”: Filipinos, Race and the Social Construction of Space in San 
Diego." The Journal of San Diego History 54, no. 1 (2008): 26-38. 
 

Concentration camps 
San Diego City Council Minutes May 25, 1943 Resolution 78245 Document 343559. 
 
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map San Diego 
San Diego County, California. Sanborn Map Company, 1888. Map. 
sanborn00810002.   http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4364sm.g4364sm_g008101888 
 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g4364sm.g4364sm_g008101888
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